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INTRODUCTION

This handbook is intended to provide a user- friendly source of information for persons who wish to learn more about occupational health and safety in veterinary hospitals. It is directed at hospital staff, particularly veterinary technicians, who routinely encounter potential safety hazards in the course of their employment….

…It is sometimes frustrating and difficult to incorporate dry facts into real-life situations. The information in this book will give you the factual knowledge you need to work safely in a veterinary clinic. However, this does not mean that the clinic you work in is automatically safe. This will only happen if you and other

people in the clinic use your safety knowledge to transform the workplace into a hazard-free environment, and take the necessary steps to keep it that way…

Safety Manual Excerpt from the Section Biological Hazards, Part 2 

PART 2 - BITE WOUNDS

Bite wounds from dogs and cats are the most commonly reported animal-related injury to veterinary hospital staff. There is abundant literature on the pathogenesis and treatment of these wounds. Dogs inflict 80 to 90% of all animal bites to the general public in the U.S. Certain breeds, including German shepherds, poodles, and terriers are reported to have higher-than average risk of inflicting bite wounds. It has been suggested that veterinary hospital staff are generally able to predict which animals are most likely to bite: pets identified with a warning sign were four to five times more likely to bite when hospitalized. 

However, the same study showed that only 47% of the dogs and cats judged likely to bite were actually muzzled for procedures (muzzles were used on 12-14% of animals considered unlikely to bite). Apparently, recognition of risk does not necessarily lead to taking active steps to prevent injury! The best way to prevent bite injuries is the consistent use of muzzles, bite resistant gloves, rabies poles and other restraint devices, and chemical sedation or anesthesia where indicated. Experienced hospital personnel are generally more reliable assistants than animal owner.

Bite wounds cause considerable tissue trauma. The jaws of a large dog can produce…

Sample of the CE questions to this section:

Biological hazards: Quiz Chapter 1

True or False? Circle the correct answer:

1) Cat bites occur more frequently than dog bites in veterinary clinics.

true


 false

2) Cat bite wounds are more likely to become infected than dog bite wounds.

true 


false

3) It is recommended that a person working in a veterinary facility have a

Tetanus toxoid vaccination every 5 years.

true 


false

4) Hand washing is the most important means of preventing the spread of infection.

true 


false

5) Cutaneous larva migrans is a disease cause by hookworm larvae in humans.

true


 false

6) If a woman titer tests positive to toxoplasmosis before the beginning of her pregnancy, she is considered immune to further infection and the fetus safe from the disease.

true


false
